2015 Caucasus Barometer 
Sampling 

General description
The 2015 Caucasus Barometer survey sampling design in Armenia and Georgia is similar to the 2013 and earlier Caucasus Barometer survey designs, in order to ensure comparability of the data over time. The changes were made to the cluster sample sizes. These changes do not affect the comparability and will be described below.
The target populations of the survey are adult (18 years and older) residents of Armenia and Georgia, excluding population of the conflict affected territories of Abkhazia, South Ossetia and Mountainous Karabakh. The interview languages are Armenian in Armenia and Georgian, Armenian and Azerbaijani in Georgia. The population who is not able to respond in available languages are excluded from the sample. 
The sample is representative for the population of each country as a whole, as well for residents of capital, other urban and rural areas of each country as separate. 
The sample design in both country is stratified multistage clustered sample. 
Lists of the voting precincts were used as sampling frames in both countries.

Stratification 
Population of both Armenia and Georgia was broken down into three strata: residents of the capital, other urban settlements and rural settlements. 
Sample size was calculated at 95% confidence level, independently for each stratum, which enables inferring survey results for the whole population of Armenia and Georgia as well as for capital, urban and rural populations separately in each country. The factors that influence the sample size are number of population subgroups to be represented (capital/urban/rural in our case), targeted margin of error (e.g. 2 %), and available resources (e.g. number of interviewers available).
In both Armenia and Georgia urban and rural strata were substratified by four geographic regions (‘quadrants’): north-east, north-west, south-east, and south-west. Sample sizes for each stratum were allocated between these four geographic substrata proportional to their relative population sizes, as obtained from the Central Election Commissions of Armenia and Georgia. This practice ensures that urban and rural settlements from the large areas of the countries (North-East, North-West, South-East, South West) are not excluded from the sample due to random chance.  Survey results are not representative of the population of the particular geographic substrata – the results are representative for population of capitals, rural and urban settlements of the two countries. 
In each stratum, the targeted sample size was adjusted based on expected non-response,[footnoteRef:1] so that the interviewers contacted more households to get the targeted number of completed interviews.  [1:  Expected non-response rates for each stratum were calculated from the previous CB surveys.] 

Clustering
During the first stage of selection we sample electoral precincts (primary sampling units - PSU). These are sampled randomly in each substratum with probability proportional to the number of registered voters. 
During the second stage, we select households (secondary sampling units) within the sampled precincts, using ‘random walk’ procedure. 
During the third stage, we select respondents (final sampling units) using Randomized Kish Tables.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  http://koha.iset.ge/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=1120 p. 380-387. ] 

Sample size and estimated sampling errors
The targeted sample sizes and estimated margins of error are summarized in the table below
	Country
	Stratum
	Number of sampled PSUs
	Number of interview attempts per PSU
	Step size
	Total number of interview attempts
	Estimated margin of error (%)

	Armenia
	Capital
	74
	16
	7
	1184
	3.2

	
	Urban
	47
	19
	7
	893
	3.2

	
	Rural
	44
	17
	7
	748
	3.2

	
	Total
	165
	n/a
	n/a
	2825
	1.8

	Georgia
	Capital
	73
	24
	7
	1752
	3.3

	
	Urban
	52
	20
	7
	1040
	3.4

	
	Rural
	57
	20
	From 4 to 7[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The step size is 7 in most cases, however in some small PSUs it is not possible to sample the required number of HHs without reducing the step size.] 

	1140
	3.4

	
	Total
	182
	n/a
	n/a
	3932
	2.0




Changes compared to the 2013 Caucasus Barometer sample design
[bookmark: _GoBack]The only change made in 2015 compared to the 2013 CB sample design is increase of the number of attempted interviews in the Urban substratum in Georgia – while this number of 12 in 2013, it was increased to 20 in 2015. The reason for the change was the drop of the expected response rate. In the 2013 Caucasus Barometer survey the response rate in this substratum was 81%, but we expect 73% in 2015. In order to achieve the similar number of completed interviews as in CB 2015, we had to increase the targeted sample size and the number of clusters, subsequently. Therefore we brought the number of clusters to feasible number by increasing the cluster sample size from 12 to 20 in urban stratum. 
No changes were made other strata in Georgia and in Armenia. 
