Caucasus Barometer 2017 Survey Methodology and Fieldwork Report

The country was broken down into three strata: capital, other urban, and rural. Sample size calculations were conducted for each stratum, so that the conclusions could have been drawn for the population of the country as a whole, or independently for each stratum. The sample size was adjusted according to the expected non-response rates in capital, urban and rural settlements, as calculated in the latest nationwide CRRC surveys available prior to the CB 2017 survey.
Urban and rural strata were further sub-stratified into geographic regions (‘quadrants’): northeast, northwest, southeast, and southwest[footnoteRef:1]. Sample size within each stratum was allocated between the sub-strata proportional to the sub-stratum population sizes (number of voters registered per substratum,) [1:  This practice ensures that neither large areas of the country, nor urban or rural settlements within sampled PSUs are excluded from the sample due to random chance.] 

The first stage of sampling was to randomly sample voting precincts in each substratum with probability proportional to size[footnoteRef:2] from the sampling frame, which was a list of voting precincts provided by the Central Election Committee of Georgia.  [2:  The measure of size was the number of registered voters within voting precinct.] 

At the second stage of sampling, systematic random walk procedure was used to sample the households, and Kish table[footnoteRef:3] was used to sample the respondent at the final stage of sampling. Sample size calculations for each country are provided in the Table below: [3:  Explained in detail in the first pages of the questionnaire. ] 

	
	# of sampled PSUs
	Target # of interviews per PSU
	Step size
	# of attempted interviews

	Capital
	68
	24
	7
	1,613

	Urban
	46
	20
	3, 5, 6, 7
	920

	Rural
	81
	20
	3, 4, 6, 7
	1,591

	Total
	194
	
	
	4,124



The fieldwork took place between September 23 and October 10, 2017. 
CRRC used the AAPOR[footnoteRef:4] standard for determining response rate, i.e. an interview in which at least 50% of the questions had valid answers was counted as a full response. Table 3 summarizes response rates per stratum. It also shows the distribution of responses across the three interview attempts in each stratum.   [4:  AAPOR response definitions are available at http://www.quantitativeskills.com/sisa/calculations/resprhlp.htm Please see also: http://www.aapor.org/Standard_Definitions2.htm#.UoYIROJ5uuJ

] 


	Stratum
	Sample
	Response

	Capital
	1,613
	573 (36%)

	Urban
	920
	590 (64%)

	Rural
	1,591
	1,216 (76%)

	Total
	4,124
	2,379 (58%)



Sampling weights account for the fact that different members of the population have different probabilities of being selected for interview and thus represent different numbers of people in the overall population. Sampling weights are necessary when estimating the proportion of the population that would choose a particular response if interviewed. Sampling weights are adjusted for non-response; for example, if 80% of the interview attempts in a voting precinct resulted in interviews, then the weight of those 20% who did respond would be adjusted upwards by a factor of 1.25.  Finally, the respondents are binned into gender and age categories (ages 18-34, 35-54, and 55+), and weights are adjusted so that the weighted age and gender ratios of the sample matched that of the population.  
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